
  

 

God is love and it is pure love and pure mercy towards the whole human race that wills to save all 

people, to make them eternally happy, and to give them all that is its own and so, out of pure mercy and 

by the mighty force of love, to draw towards heaven and so towards itself, all who are willing to follow.  
       
         EMANUEL SWEDENBORG 

When we think of the force that holds all things together and animates us all, how do we 

think of that force? In the Star Wars movies, the Force is referred to many times as 

something powerful that the goodies had and could draw on in times of trouble. We have an 

article on the latest Star Wars movie, which explains why the author of these sagas wrote 

about the Force in the way he did (see ‘Rogue One—The Spiritual Lessons’ on page 6). Our 

own strength comes from the Divine Force which flows into all of us and is received by 

those who are open to it. But this Force is not a faceless energy but the Divine Spirit of God 

our Creator, whom we can picture in our minds as a Being of love, whose care for us never 

ceases. We can call on this Force or God (however we understand the Divine Spirit) and 

find ourselves immediately under Divine protection (See ‘Help When Bad Things Happen’ 

on page 2). No matter how disorderly our lives may be, God loves us unconditionally but it 

is up to us to receive this love and forgiveness and turn our lives around (See ‘In the 

Presence of God’ on page 3, an account of a woman’s near death experience, which 

changes her life). We can pray to God at any time in any way we choose and feel the Force 

of the love that emanates from the Divine (See  ‘A Path for our Steps’ on page 4).  We don’t 

always get what we ask for but we always get what we need. Try to visualise the Divine 

Spirit flowing down from heaven to heal and to save. This is the Force for good that we can 

all draw energy from to do good in the world. May the Force be with you! 
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There are stories in the Bible that remind us 

that the conditions of our spiritual life can 

sometimes get pretty bad. In fact, things can get 

so out of control that without Divine 

intervention, or God’s help, we are toast. 

 

The story in the book of Daniel about Shadrach, 

Meshach and Abednego getting thrown into the 

burning fiery furnace because they refused to 

bow down to Nebuchadnezzar’s golden image is 

one example. It is poignant because it not only 

illustrates how bad life can get, but it also shows 

an incredible power that the Lord has to rescue 

us from destruction. 

 

When, on a spiritual, emotional level, do we 

experience something similar to being thrown 

into “the burning, fiery furnace?” I think of times 

when feelings of hatred or revenge run wild in 

our thoughts and intentions. These destructive 

feelings are so powerful, we have no power 

against them by ourselves—it is as if we are 

bound by our hot anger and 

thrown into an oven and on 

our own these feelings 

are impossible to 

control. 

 

I see the story of 

Shadrach, Meshach 

and Abednego as 

reminding us that we 

can’t stand up to such 

dark and powerful feelings 

alone. By ourselves, we are 

consumed and destroyed by such feelings of 

rage. But we can get help. 

 

The three men were protected in the furnace by 

a fourth who appeared with them and was “like 

a son of the gods.” Shadrach, Meshach and 

Abednego came out of the fire, and they saw 

that the fire had not harmed their bodies, nor 

was a hair of their heads singed; their robes 

were not scorched, and there was no smell of 

fire on them. Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise 

be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and 

Abednego, who has sent His angel and rescued 

His servants!” That is a powerful message for us 

when we are going through these tough times. 

The imagery in the story presents the power 

that the Lord has to protect us in times of 

emotional turmoil.  

 

A passage in the book Secrets of Heaven by 

Swedenborg describes this protection by noting 

that “the Lord alone fights on behalf of a person 

and protects him when he is under attack from 

the hells; and does so constantly, especially in 

temptations which are spiritual conflicts” (8273). 

The message here is clear, that when we ask the 

Lord to help protect us from the feelings of rage 

that well up within us from hell—He will come. 

It is even helpful to visualise Him standing beside 

us offering us His protection. 

 

This protection is an important part of our lives. 

The more we remember to turn to the Lord and 

call upon His protection, the stronger and more 

able we become to withstand being swept away 

in times of emotional conflict. When we can 

stand at peace in these times, we can then help 

offer the Lord’s wisdom in situations that are 

tense and difficult. 

 

This is how angels work subconsciously in our 

lives. They constantly work to quietly, 

subconsciously influence people in ways that 

offer the Lord’s protection. If you could ask 

them about their role, they might reply that they 

were just bringing the Lord’s presence to a 

situation and they of themselves had no power 

at all. That is a fundamental principle in heaven. 

Angels who know they are powerless of 

themselves have the greatest strength against the 

forces coming from hell because they are more 

open to receiving true power, coming from the 

Lord alone. 

 
(From New Church Connection 2012, Issue 5) 

Help When Things Get Bad 
David Lindrooth 

The angels 
constantly work to 

quietly, 
subconsciously 

influence people in 
ways that offer the 
Lord’s protection. 
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In her book, ‘Waking up in Heaven’, Crystal 

McVea describes finding herself in the presence 

of God during a near death experience and 

feeling His immense unconditional love for her.  

She immediately recognised Jesus as God and 

described Him like this: 

 

“I have always referred to God as a him, and I 

guess I always will. But the Being on my right 

was not a him or a her; it was just God. Nor did 

I make any distinction between God, Jesus, and 

the Holy Spirit, as we sometimes do on Earth. 

They were all One – the One before me now.” 

God showed her an image of herself as a little 

child – innocent and carefree and in love with 

life. This was herself before the bad things 

happened to her – the sexual, physical and 

emotional abuse – that made her into an angry 

and rebellious person, trying to find fulfilment in 

all kinds of disorderly behaviour. She realised 

her innocence was still there – buried beneath 

the scars of her reactions to the abuse. Seeing 

herself as God sees her, she was able to love 

herself for the first time and to feel worthy of 

God’s love. She felt His immense love and 

forgiveness and, when she woke up in her body 

again she couldn’t wait to share her experience 

with everybody. She even found she could 

forgive the perpetrators of the abuse. Many 

people, especially women who had been abused 

as children, were profoundly helped to heal after 

hearing the story of Crystal’s life and her near 

death experience. 

Crystal noted in her book: “I wasn’t so much 

meeting God as I was recognising Him. I already 

knew Him, and He knew me. I’d spent my life 

doubting His existence and disbelieving His love 

for me, but in that instant I knew God had 

always, always been there – right there with 

me.” A very comforting 

thought. 

 

Psalm 139 describes 

how the Lord knows 

us better than we 

know ourselves and 

how He is always 

there no matter 

where we go: 

 

“Where can I go from your 

Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your presence? If I 

ascend into heaven, You are there; if I make my bed 

in hell, behold You are there. If I take the wings of 

the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the 

sea, even there Your hand shall lead me, and Your 

right hand shall hold me….I will praise You, for I am 

fearfully and wonderfully made … How precious 

also are Your thoughts to me, O God!” 
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“So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, 

and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for 

you. For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who 

searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door 

will be opened. Is there anyone among you who, if your 

child asks for a fish, will give a snake instead of a fish? 

Or if the child asks for an egg, will give a scorpion? If 

you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to 

your children, how much more will the heavenly Father 

give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”  

(Luke 11:1-13) 

 

Oh, great. A biblical text that is actually 

comprehensible, and it’s Jesus singing “When You 
Wish Upon A Star” - telling them just to visualise 

the reality they want, and it will manifest! 

Have you received all you’ve asked for? Found all 

you’ve ever sought? Gotten to open doors number 

one, two, and three just by knocking? 

 

But can any of us say that after trying to know God, 

trying to pray and meditate, trying to connect with 

sacredness, that absolutely nothing in our inner or 

outer lives has changed at all? It’s not news that we 

seek one thing, but God all too often gives us 

something else, often something that doesn’t seem 

like the Good News at all. One country music 

number (and country music songs are really just 

modern-day psalms) points out that “God’s 

Greatest Gifts Are Unanswered Prayers.” Thank 

God I’m not stuck with a reality I visualised when I 

was twenty. 

 

Prayer doesn’t necessarily work the way we’d like 

it to, but it sure is powerful. This story from Luke 

comes when Jesus has healed physical and mental 

illness, brought a couple of dead people back to life, 

and stopped a big storm with His command. But 

what do the disciples want? “Teach us to pray,” 

they beg. Not “teach us how to heal, how to raise 

the dead,” but “teach us to pray.” And we look 

eagerly to this passage for just that direction. Teach 

us to pray, Lord. Teach us to participate 

meaningfully and deliberately in the mystery. Teach 
us to dance in your dream. 

 

Jesus says God will give us what we ask for, but our 
lives tell us that we don’t get what we want. We 

don’t want what we need. And God only knows 

what we’re going to get. Books and tapes and 

seminars and workshops and classes about prayer 

proliferate as modern life gets scarier and scarier 

and feels more and more out of control—certainly 

out of our own control, and seemingly out of the 

control of a benevolent, healing, 

merciful God of peace. Love and 

hard work don’t seem to be 

doing it anymore. Prayer 

seems more urgent than 

ever. 

 

Well, I’m up here in a pulpit, 

so I guess you’re all looking to 

me to tell you how to pray—or to 

pray with some enlightened, now-fully-ordained 

power that you don’t have. Or to at least offer up 

some wisdom that will make the snakes and 

scorpions okay. 

 

Well, forget it. I got ordained, but I didn’t get any 

special prayer mojo. I could explain all I learned in 

seminary about different theories of prayer, and 

maybe bore you into a prayerful state. I don’t have 

a special prayer technique. I just have this calling to 

persist at prayer like the guy bugging his friend for 

bread. I’m a hospice chaplain. I bug God like a pesky 

kid. I may not pray well, but I sure pray often—and 
in many, many different ways. 

 

A Path for our Steps 
By Kathy Speas 

Prayer doesn’t 
necessarily 

work the way 
we’d like it to, 
but it sure is 

powerful. 
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 So I’m not going to explain prayer, because that 

would take away its mystery. And if I could tell 

everyone how to pray so that Jesus’ promise did 

ring true in our lives and it was okay when it didn’t, 

that would take the power of God’s dream out of 

the whole equation. Let me just share some of my 

experiences— some of the things I see. 

 

1. Prayer appears in infinitely different forms. One of 

my most profound prayer times was reading Robert 

Louis Stevenson’s A Child’s Garden of Verses with a 

man in his 80s who had loved those poems as a 

child. A day or two before his death, we read the 

poem in which the child who sails his boats in the 

river that “flows along forever with trees on either 
hand” realises that “other little children will bring 

my boats ashore.” We remembered the simple joy 

of going up in a swing, up in the air so blue. There’s 

a poem, “My Bed is a Boat,” in which the child 

narrator says, “At night I go on board and say good 

night to all my friends on shore; I shut my eyes and 

sail away, and see and hear no more.” As we sat, 

musing together about when he might die—Today? 

Tomorrow? Before the solstice? After the solstice?

—we saw a leaf fall off a tree, the first falling leaf of 

the year. The silence we shared, that was a 

profound prayer that I almost didn’t recognise. It 

was a moment of openness, of surrender. 

 

2. God is present at the depths of our despair. I visit 

with the husband of a patient who is debilitated with 

Alzheimer’s. Nice Methodist fellow from Texas. He 

lives upstairs in the nursing home, she lives 

downstairs in the locked dementia unit, and he visits 

her at night to tuck her in and say their prayers 

together. We had talked about God, we had prayed, 

but one day I happened to visit him just after he had 

fallen and begun to decline, and he was unable to go 

downstairs and check on his wife. And he was really 

scared—and sad beyond words. And he took my 

hands, and poured forth a prayer that God would 

make the weekend staff take better care of his wife, 

and that God would make him strong enough to get 

downstairs again, and he thanked God for their life 

and for her, and I thanked God for the both of 
them, and he asked God to give her comfort, and I 

asked God to bless them and be fully present, and 

we both emptied it all out. And he got some 

comfort, praise be to God! And he felt some peace, 

praise the Lord! I realised, you can rationalise in 

your mind, you can make your body act any way 

you want, but you can’t fool your heart. You can’t 

fool your heart, and this is where prayer starts. 

 

3. Prayer is relational. I think prayer is such a 

comfort because it reminds us that we are not 

alone. Jesus gives us these beautiful relational images 

of a Father and child, friends, people we spend time 

with even when we aren’t asking for anything. 

Swedenborg notes that the Lord’s Prayer unites 

heaven and earth, line by line – The hallowed name, 

Thy kingdom come, give us this day our daily bread, 

let go of sins, keep us from evil – heaven to hell in 

five lines. Steadfast love and faithfulness. 

righteousness and peace. The Lord’s gift and the 

yield of our literal and spiritual 
ground. A path for our steps. 

 

So there are some images of 

how we pray, what we pray, 

when we pray, who prays 

and who listens. But why do 

we pray? Someone told me a 

story, second hand (the best 

kind of story, really), of a couple 

whose four- or five-year-old desperately wanted to 

go into the room of their new born and talk with 

the baby. They could not imagine what for, but let 

the kid go into the baby’s room. The baby monitor 

was on. They heard the kid say to the baby, “You 

gotta tell me what God looks like. I forgot.” 

 

We’re trying to remember the face of God. So, let 

us… 

Sing our prayers 

Dance our prayers 

Dream our prayers 

Work our prayers 

Cry out our prayers 

Recite our prayers 

Whisper our prayers 

Imagine our prayers 

Paint our prayers 

Moan and groan our prayers 

Hope our prayers 

Believe our prayers 
Live our prayers 

 

May each one of us remember what God looks like. 

And as we remember, may we share the beauty of 

God’s face with the world.  
(from www.swedenborg.org) 

Prayer is such a 
comfort because 

it reminds us 
that we are not 

alone. 
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The Star Wars saga is one of the most celebrated 

film series in cinematic history. Beginning with the 

original film, A New Hope, and moving into the most 

recent films, The Force Awakens and Rogue One, we 

enter a living mythology that contains deeper lessons 

right beneath its manifest content. Creator George 

Lucas has taken a symbolic approach to 

understanding the Star Wars story. Lucas was 

inspired by his study of comparative religion, 

mythology, and the writings of Joseph Campbell. 

Campbell, of Bill Moyers’s The Power of Myth fame 

and author of The Hero with a Thousand Faces, 

introduced to a wide audience the idea of studying 

mythology in the context of psychology and 

spirituality. It is no secret that George Lucas and 

Joseph Campbell had an appreciation for each other’s 

work, as most of The Power of Myth was shot at 

Lucas’s ranch. 

 

Campbell was influenced by Swiss psychoanalyst Carl 

Jung and his theories of archetypes and the collective 

unconscious. Jung’s approach to 

human psychology is rooted in 

a blended study of psychiatry, 

world religions, and 

mythology. During his time 

at university, Jung studied 

five major works by 

Christian mystic and 

scientist Emanuel 

Swedenborg. Swedenborg 

places fundamental importance on 

understanding biblical texts from the point of view of 

psychological and spiritual symbolism. Instead of 

reading on a literal level the creation story in 

Genesis or the apocalyptic episodes of The Book of 

Revelation, for example, Swedenborg uses the 

language of correspondences to unpack the rich 

narratives into practical meanings that support 

transformative living. 

 

This approach to understanding symbolism, as found 

in the writings of Swedenborg, Jung, and Campbell, 

can be applied to Rogue One. Though the entire Star 

Wars series is ripe for symbolic interpretation, Rogue 

One occupies a unique place in the full saga in that it 

can be approached as a standalone story. (The action 

occurs outside the regular “episodes,” supplying 

background to A New Hope and concentrating 

on new characters both in the Empire and among the 

Rebel Alliance.) 

 

Director Krennic 

From the very start of Rogue One, Orson Krennic, 

Director of the Advanced Weapons Research 

Division, embraces the mission and ideology of the 

Empire. He believes that the Empire’s goal is to bring 

order and peace to the galaxy by creating the Death 

Star, a space station with the capacity to destroy 

entire planets. The selfish conquering and domination 

of others is what fuels the spirit of the Empire. 

Krennic is always willing to use others, even former 

friends, in his pursuit of personal power and gain. He 

believes that only he should have command over the 

Death Star and that his high Imperial rank should 

grant him an audience with the Emperor. In his 

meeting with Darth Vader on the hellish planet of 

Mustafar, Krennic is admonished by the Sith Lord 

“not to choke on [his] aspirations”—advice 

reinforced by an actual choke using the Force. 

Krennic can be seen smiling, even though he has 

been punished by Lord Vader. 

 

Krennic’s behavior can be explored as a spiritual 

example of what Swedenborg would describe as a 

hellish life. Hell, for Swedenborg, is a state of mind 

and spirit that begins while a person is alive on earth. 

Chief characteristics of the populace of hell feature a 

denial of the Divine (or a supreme good); a selfish, 

ego-driven life; and even tendencies toward 

masochism (e.g., Krennic’s smiling after enduring 

physical pain). The “ruling loves” of such spirits 

fasten on dominating others and controlling 

resources. Any sense of community is superficial, 

because only for their own personal gain do such 

spirits work with others; they are not so much 

communities working to serve both themselves and 

the members of other communities but are gangs 

and organisations doing violence to others and in 

turn to themselves. As a member of the Empire, 

Krennic  symbolises this spiritual mind set 

Rogue One  

– the Spiritual Lessons 
by Colin Amato 

Creator George 
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understanding 
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spectacularly. 

 

The source that powers the Death Star offers 

another symbolic parallel between Rogue One and 

Swedenborgian theology. The material used to power 

the laser beam that can destroy entire planets is 

called the kyber, or kyber crystals. These crystals 

also power the Jedi and Sith light sabers, which are 

the weapons carried by those who use the Force. 

The Empire has been plundering Jedi temples to 

obtain large numbers of kyber crystals, which would 

swell the   destructive power of the Death Star. The 

Force—the divine energy that powers and sustains 

the galaxy and manifests itself in both positive and 

negative ways—has a special relationship to these 

crystals as well as to those orders that wield light 

sabers. 

 

Swedenborg’s primary thesis in Divine Love and 

Wisdom is that nothing but love and wisdom—which 

make up the force that rules and controls known 

reality—comes from the Divine. This energy from 

the Divine does not create evil, but it does flow into 

hell, where love and wisdom have been perverted 

into selfishness and ignorance. Similarly, the Death 

Star is powered by a perversion of the kyber crystals, 

the energy and purpose of which in the case of the 

Death Star have been corrupted to a level of 

destructiveness that can lay waste to entire planets. 

And such destruction can only be stopped by the 

Rebel Alliance, whose intentions are selfless and 

incorruptible. 

 

The Crew of Rogue One 

While the Empire (an immoral dictatorship and 

primary antagonist) and its evil Director Krennic are 

the central focus of the film, many spiritual lessons 

are to be gleaned by analysing the Rebel Alliance (a 

heroic resistance movement striving to restore a 

Republic Force) and the crew of Rogue One. The 

mission of the crew is to steal the Death Star plans in 

order to destroy the evil space station. For the crew 

to succeed in their mission, they need to work 

together as a community. 

The same holds true for the Rebel Alliance. The 

struggle to stay together in the face of atrocities 

committed by the Empire is a foremost theme in the 

film. For the Rebel Alliance to overcome the Empire, 

they cannot stand on their own; instead, they must 

find a way to comprise a powerful alliance with each 

other to engage in the selfless act of saving the entire 

galaxy. 

 

Swedenborg’s theological view on the nature of 

heaven and how one might lead a heavenly life is well 

illustrated by the behaviour of the Rebel Alliance. 

While each of them struggles individually in the civil 

war gripping the galaxy, they come together as a 

crew to work toward their common goal. This is 

true of heavenly communities both in this life and in 

the next, according to Swedenborg. In heaven, each 

individual has a job that contributes to the well-being 

of his or her respective community, and the 

community as a whole finds 

profound bonding in caring 

about the supreme good 

of living in usefulness for 

others. Leading a 

heavenly life is focused, 

courageous, selfless, 

and loving. Everyone 

transcends egocentric 

behaviours by embracing 

the ways of the Divine. 

 

The spiritual lessons taught in Rogue One speak to 

those of us seeking to be on the path of 

regeneration. We cannot hope to lead a life of 

positive spirituality and regeneration on our own. 

We need a community that supports us on this path 

and in which we can support others. It may be an old 

story, yet it is ever new: in the face of overwhelming 

temptations toward living a negative lifestyle, the 

Divine is with us, always. As the character Chirrut 

repeats throughout the film, “I am one with the 

Force, and the Force is with me.” 
 

(From The Messenger April 2017) 

 

Nothing but love 
and wisdom—
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force that rules and 

controls known 
reality—comes 
from the Divine. 
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